Congenital hereditary autosomal recessive alacrima.
This report describes two phenotypically normal sisters, each married to a phenotypically normal paternal cousin. One couple had one female and one male child with alacrima; the other couple had a similarly affected girl. The keratitis sicca was manifested by punctate staining of the conjunctiva and blotchy staining of the cornea in the interpalpebral zone with fluorescein and Rose Bengal. Apart from an associated atopy in one of the children, pharmacological testing, biochemical analysis, and clinical examination suggested dysfunction of the lacrimal glands. We propose that the alacrima in this family is inherited in an autosomal recessive fashion.